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- AT HOME AND ABROAD

. -

The Soviets’ Peace for Whom?

The Soue‘_}.,gmn s reduchon
ot 3007000 "men in ite arm
foyces is & phony—in the sense
;t it is not & serious token
of its willingness to disarm for
peace. .

This is the thxrd reduction
in less than three years. And
nQne of them signify what
they appear t0 mean on the
syrface. *

In the first place, these re-

"dpctions in manpower do not

ter the real balance of mili-
tary power, There is no evi-
dence, according to the high-

‘est military - authorities, that

the cuts were actually cafried

out. Russia has never agreed.

1@ any check on such matters,

’ glsplie numerous. Western pro.-

sals,

Even it such cuts were mlde.
a§ were announced in 1955, in
1956 and now, the Soviet

- Union wou]q still remain the

predominant power in conven-
tipnal forces. 'Fhey have be-

‘{ween 3 and 4 mllhon meg
uhder arms. The Soviet: bloc -

totals some 8'2 million,

-THE GAP OF SPACE

US. foerces total about

-2,750,000 men. By next June

the pumber will be down to

* 2,600 n90.

In the second place, the
Soviet suggestion of withdraw-
al of its forces from such areas
as East Germany or (zecho-
slovakia or Poland also is
meanmgless in terms of the
balance of power.

Consider the geographical

‘positions of the -twb great

powers. -
The Soviet Union could take
all of its jroops out of these

~ Western outposts and still be -
able to put them back in battle
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By Raymond Lawrence
positions within 24 hours,

u }he United States did the
same thing, it would take
weeks to replace the removed
forces.

The situation sxmp!y is not
comparable, .
THE NATO THREAT

Thus the whole netion of dis-
engaging Soviet and Western
forces from focal areas is ab-
surd and dangerous. *“Disen-
‘gagement” is an illusion con-
cocted by clever propagandists
in the Kremlin whe hope to
sell it to gullible liberals in
Western Europe.

. Look at the NATO slign-
ment. North of the 1'alisn bor-
der NATO has only about 13
divigions,

22 divisions in Eastern Ger-
many zlone.

- Soviet talk about the dan--

gers from NATO aggression is
4 pure myth, .

There, however, are other
considerations.

Alan Dulles, director of CIA,
warned that the Soyist Union
was engineéring a dramatic
snd revolutionary reorganiza-
tion of its armed forces.

Insuguration of new weap-
ons was to replace conven-
tional manpower. Men, of
course, are still needed to op-
erate sensational push-button
devices but not in the numbers
to ‘which we have-become ac-
customed in the psst.
UNREAL CHALL!NGB

.Thus the number of men in
%ervicc is no longer an indica-
tion of military strength. It is
an obsolete index.

No one who understands the
novel relationship between

Russia has  more’
* than 200 divieibns in Europe—

More “than two years IgO'

men and machines in the mili-

‘tary field today will believe

the challenge that Moscow is-*
sued ‘in copnection with the
current reductions. The chal-

lenge is simply unrealistic.

. Furthermore, the Soviet
Unjan for some time has suf-
fered from a shortage of man-
power in the internal economy,

Khrushchev himself has ad-
mitted that more men are
needed in the factornes and on
the farms,

The current release from the
armed services fits in with this
need. Hydrogen bombs and
long-range missiles have made
such a saving of manpower
possible,

SUMMIT MEETING

There is still another con-,
‘sideration relating -to diplo- . .

macy.

In Europe today, especially
in West Germany, France and
Britain, there is a strong
movement for another sum-
mit meeting.

Moscow obviously hopes that
peaceful gestures — and note

**the emphasis on this in the

communique—like the reduc-
tions in manpower will encour-
age those forces that went an-
other confercnce like the futile
Geneva meeting of some two
years ago. :
Prime Minjster Macmillan's

praposal for a non-aggressign
pact, which merely repeats

Eulganin's suggestion two .

years ago in a letter to Presi-

dent Eisenhower, helps nlong‘

the Moscow strategy.
The whole Soviet design is

¥

clear enough if we read the :

words correctly. It's to weaken
the West and ttrengthen the
U.S.S.R. ufider the guise of
peace, Peace Ior whom?
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